[A patient with metastatic gastrointestinal stromal tumor who responded to STI571].
We report a case of gastrointestinal stromal tumor (GIST) with multiple hepatic metastases that responded to tyrosine kinase inhibitor STI571. A 30-year-old woman underwent total gastrectomy on July 10, 1998, with a diagnosis of submucosal tumor of the stomach. Pathological analysis of the primary lesion revealed strong expression of c-kit, and it was diagnosed as GIST. The patient underwent tumor excision due to peritoneal recurrence on May 1, 2000 and November 13, 2000. On August 8, 2001, multiple liver metastases were detected by abdominal CAT scan. Treatment with STI571 at a dose of 400 mg/day for 28 days was initiated on September 14, 2000. CAT scan showed rapid tumor shrinkage after 3 weeks of treatment (reduction rate of 56%) and the response continued after 7 weeks of treatment (reduction rate of 71%). Thus, we evaluated the response as PR. Leukocytopenia, edema, diarrhea and nausea were observed; however, all toxicities were mild and tolerable. This case suggests the efficacy of STI571 for metastatic GIST.